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one of Spencers followers warned Mackenzie, who arrested the midshipman and chained him and other
ringleaders to the quarterdeck. Fearing efforts to rescue the prisoners, officers had to stay awake in round-the-
clock watches. Steering desperately for land, sleep-deprived and armed to the teeth, battling efforts to liberate
Spencer, Somerss captain and officers finally faced a fateful choice: somehow keep control of the vessel until
reaching port -- still hundreds of miles away -- or hang the midshipman and his two leading henchmen before
the boys could take over the ship. The results shook the nation. A naval investigation of the affair turned into a
court-martial and a state trial and led to the founding of the Naval Academy to provide better officers for the
still-young republic. Mackenzies controversial decision may have inspired Herman Melvilles great work Billy
Budd. The story of Somers raises timeless questions still disturbing in twenty-first-century America: the...
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