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HarperCollins Publishers, United Kingdom, 2004. Hardback. Book Condition: New. English.. 229 x 152 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Guenon s early and abiding interest in
mathematics, like that of Plato, Pascal, Leibnitz, and many other metaphysicians of note, runs like a scarlet
thread throughout his doctrinal studies. In this late text published just five years before his death, Guenon
devotes an entire volume to questions regarding the nature of limits and the infinite with respect to the calculus
both as a mathematical discipline and as symbolism for the initiatic path. This book therefore extends and
complements the geometrical symbolism he employs in other works, especially The Symbolism of the Cross,
The Multiple States of the Being, and Symbols of Sacred Science. According to Guenon, the concept infinite
number is a contradiction in terms. Infinity is a metaphysical concept at a higher level of reality than that of
quantity, where all that can be expressed is the indefinite, not the infinite. But although quantity is the only level
recognized by modern science, the numbers that express it also possess qualities, their quantitative aspect
being merely their outer husk. Our reliance today on a mathematics of approximation and probability only
further conceals the qualitative mathematics of the ancient world, which comes to us most directly through the
Pythagorean-Platonic tradition.
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