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Appendix K. EXTRACT FROM THE UNITED STATES MAIL, JULY,
1863. DISTBIBUTION. At the late convention of special agents of
the Post-Office Department, held at Cleveland, Ohio, the subject
of letter distribution being under discussion, a paper was read
from which we here make some extracts. They will no doubt be
interesting as showing the origin, objects, and history of our
distribution system. # * * * * * * In reference to many of the
offices mentioned, distribution was discontinued while the mails
were yet carried in stages; the delays and detentions were then
being found prejudicial to the public interests. As railroads were
constructed and the mails carried upon them the evils of the
system became more apparent, occasioning delays of from
twelve to twenty-four hours in correspondence and causing very
loud and j ust complaint. Since the completion of 24,000 miles...
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