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Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.1in.Excerpt: . . . There was Hobbes, older still than Shirley, a tough old soul of
seventy-three, but with twenty more years of life in him, and, though not exactly a literary man, yet sturdy
enough to be whatever he liked within certain limits. There was mild Izaak Walton, of Chancery-lane, only five
years younger than Hobbes, but destined to live as long, and capable of writing very nicely if he could have
been kept from sauntering into the fields to fish. There was the gentlemanly Waller, now fifty-six years of age,
quite ready to be a poet about the court of Charles, and to write panegyrics on the new side to atone for that on
Cromwell. There was the no less gentlemanly Davenant, also fifty-six years of age, steady to his royalist
principles, as became a man who had received the honour of knighthood from the royal martyr, and enjoying
a wide reputation, partly from his poetical talents, and partly from his want of nose. There was Milton, in his
fifty-second year, blind, desolate, and stern, hiding in obscure lodgings Pg 168 till his defences of regicide should
be sufficiently forgotten to save him from molestation, and building up in imagination the scheme of his
promised epic. There was Butler, four years younger, brimful of hatred to the Puritans, and already engaged
on his poem of Hudibras, which was to lash them so much to the popular taste. There was Denham, known as a
versifier little inferior to Waller, and with such superior claims on the score of loyalty as to be considered worthy
of knighthood and the first vacant post. There was Cowley, still only in his forty-third year,...
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